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12" English New Course NBF: EnglishKeys Academy
Chapter 01: Lingkuan Gorge

Word Meaning Synonyms Antonyms
Obliterated (,¢ | erased, wiped out, destroyed | preserved, maintained
Hazy Jers | TOggy, misty, cloudy clear, bright
Roar 6 /| rumble, boom, thunder silence, quiet

The snow, already half a foot deep, obliterated the line between earth and sky, behind a hazy white
curtain. I had been following the path of the future railway for forty kilometers. Although I could
hear the roar of machinery further back in the hills, I had seen neither work sites nor workers.
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Word | Meaning Synonyms Antonyms
Irritation 4% | annoyance, frustration, vexation | calm, peace
Twisting il 22 winding, curving, spiraling straight, direct
Swirling Jw s | spiraling, whirling, twisting still, motionless

Entering Lingkuan Gorge, my irritation increased. Even in clear weather, the sun never shone on
this gorge, it didn't matter where you looked up along the twisting course — the most you could
see of the sky was a patch, no bigger than the palm of your hand. Now it was dusk, and the swirling
snowflakes and the gale made every step a struggle.
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Word Meaning (Urdu) Synonyms Antonyms
Feverishly e Frfa e i frantically, intensely, calmly, lazily
energetically
Gleamed e fw . | shone, glowed, sparkled dulled, dimmed
Scraping 3 /‘j , /o, | grazing, scratching, abrading | healing, soothing
Ravine e /| gorge, canyon, gully hill, rise
Depot s 2 warehouse, storage, stockroom | outpost, wilderness

Construction in the gorge was going on feverishly. Everywhere people were at work. Generators,
cement-mixers and air compressors shook the ground. Hundreds of light bulbs gleamed dim and
yellow. Electric wires, criss-crossing like a spider web were scarcely visible, but I could see the
overhead cables and their pulley cars, sliding back and forth, loaded with materials. Hungry and
cold, I tripped and fell, scraping my hands. Enough! I'd find some place under a cliff and rest a
few hours. If [ reached the materials depot tomorrow morning by ten o'clock, that still wouldn't be
too late. Stumbling around in the dark like this, I was liable to fall into some deep ravine, and that
would be the end of this Materials Development Chief, I'd have to be put on the 'Used up' list!
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Word Meaning Synonyms Antonyms
Occupied 2k f/&/ / & | inhabited, used, taken vacant, uninhabited
Grasping ¢y 4 | clutching, holding, seizing | releasing, letting go
Hauled ol /@:”/ pulled, dragged, lifted dropped, pushed away
Steep | /b{ / i3 | sharp, vertical, abrupt gentle, flat

I noticed a path leading to a cave in the cliffside. A door curtain, hanging in the way, showed that
the cave was undoubtedly occupied by workers. Grasping branches along the steep path, I hauled
myself up to the door and entered.
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Word | Meaning Synonyms Antonyms
Seated | \s v sitting, positioned standing, risen
Peering | WSl gazing, peeking, spying | ignoring, overlooking
Rent 8 / Sl | tear, gap, slit patch, seal

Briefly |1 it shortly, quickly lengthily, extensively

Strange! Seated on a small stool in the doorway was a little boy, seven or eight years old, elbows
on his knees, supporting his face in his hands, his cheeks were red with cold. He had been peering
at the opposite cliffside through a rent in the curtain. He glanced at me briefly as I came in, then
went back to his observation.
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Word | Meaning Synonyms Antonyms
Stove Ll s heater, burner freezer (contextual)
Utensils Bt cookware, pots n/a
Blackened | \& s Y& | darkened, charred | whitened, cleaned

The cave was large, but quite warm. It had a stove and cooking utensils. On the walls above a bed,
was a colored New Year picture of 'Chubby Children Pulling the Turnip'. All the walls had been
prepared with old newspapers, now blackened by smoke of the stove.
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Flashed | &/ e sparkled, gleamed, shone | dimmed, dulled
Extended | | W/ Zf. stretched, projected folded, retracted

Sharp :tﬁ - clever, witty, smart dull, foolish

Imp ‘; e/ 50 rascal, mischief-maker angel, saint (contextual)

"Why isn't anybody home?" 1 asked, shaking the snow from my coat and hat.
The little boy turned his head. His eyes flashed. "Aren't I anybody, uncle?" He rose and walked
towards me, his hands behind his back, his chest extended, as if to say: Not only am I somebody,
I'm a very grown-up somebody!

I cupped his round little face in my hands. "You're pretty sharp, young imp!"
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Word Meaning Synonyms Antonyms
Demanded | (- 2/ asked, questioned answered, obeyed
Imparted ;KM;, / L informed, conveyed concealed, withheld
No doubt ik certainly, unquestionably | uncertainly (contextual)

He pushed my hands aside. Doubling up his fists, he cocked his head to one side and demanded:
"Who are you calling me imp? I have a name!" Pointing at the baby girl asleep on the bed, he
informed me: "Her name is Pao-cheng, mine is Cheng-yu."

LU e kil 2t s f UL 5 UR E P NGRS P L L i S e i b f LR e g U
"y Bt 2t B tE N e Z Sokin s P GGl

Word Meaning Synonyms Antonyms
Raised & /%2y, | brought up, nurtured neglected
Projects J‘L? .,/ o_,< | undertakings, developments | destructions (contextual)
Lightofday | ., /i1 S be born, emerge disappear, vanish

No doubt about it, these kids were like thousands of others I had met, born and raised on
construction sites. The workers liked to name their children after the projects where they were
born. Cheng-yu probably had first seen the light of day, on the railway project between Chengtu
and Chungking, also known as Yu. His baby sister Pao-cheng, very likely had been born right here
at the future Paoki-Chengtu railway.
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Crawled | 7/ _2./\T0 | crept, climbed, slid walked, stood
Rubbing ¢+, | massaging, cleaning, wiping | ignoring, avoiding
Drying ¢y (s | €vaporating, draining soaking, wetting

I sat by the stove, smoking and rubbing the drying mud from my hands. Cheng-yu crawled on to
my lap and looked into my eyes, "Is it going to snow tomorrow, uncle?" I pressed his little icy red
nose. "As soon as we get our telephone line connected up with heaven, I'll ask for you."
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Word | Meaning Synonyms Antonyms
Scowling A frowning, glaring smiling, grinning
Kidding | /5, joking, teasing being serious
Ignored | ;4 ¥ disregarded, overlooked | noticed, acknowledged

Angrily, he leaped down and stood a meter away, scowling at me.

"Quit your kidding! You've got a newspaper in your pocket. Why don't you look at the weather
report?" He resumed his seat in the doorway, clamped his elbows on his knees, rested his face in
his hands, and peered out through the rent in the curtain. When I asked him where the kettle was,
he ignored me. I certainly was sorry I had offended my small host.
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Word | Meaning Synonyms Antonyms
Offended | 4,;7, |insulted, upset pleased, comforted
Quit work | ., 1, 1 stop, halt continue, proceed
Play v frolic, amuse oneself | work, labor

"Why do you want to know about the snow, Cheng-yu?" I asked him. "Is it because you can't go
out and play when it's snowing?" He didn't even bother to look at me. "Papa says if it's still snowing
tomorrow, we'll have to quit work."
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Word Meaning Synonyms Antonyms
Proudly - } confidently, boastfully | humbly, modestly
Opposite | . -y /2 | facing, across same side, behind
Site z/ o location, area, spot unknown place
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"What does your pa do?" "He opens up mountains!" the child replied proudly.
"Where?" Cheng-yu pointed with pursed lips at the work site opposite.
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Word Meaning Synonyms Antonyms
Searchlight L J“ E spotlight, beam darkness (contextual)
Drifting Sae /) S0t floating, blowing fixed, still
Vaguely L (f /L ys, | faintly, unclearly clearly, sharply
Dynamic charges Ao explosives, blasting material | safety material

I looked. All I could see was a searchlight beam, shining through the drifting snowflakes straight
up into the heavens. In its light I could vaguely discern a few dozen men, who seemed posted to
the side of the towering cliff, drilling holes for dynamic charges. The holes were like the steps of
a ladder to the sky.
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Word Meaning Synonyms Antonyms
Plainly L 5’, , | clearly, obviously | vaguely, obscurely
Posted ‘ = | stationed, assigned | removed, displaced
Turn around ;5 | Totate, pivot stay still

"How can you tell which one is your father at this distance?" I asked.
"I can't see him plainly, but pa says he can see me. He says all he has to do is turn around. I often
sit here so that he can see me."

Ah! So that was it.
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Word Meaning Synonyms Antonyms
Thawing e S/ | melting, warming up | freezing, chilling
Numbed e frozen, lifeless active, sensitive
Circulation | 3., blood flow, movement | blockage, stagnation

BTSN

The icy snow melted from my boots. My numbed legs, thawing out, ached painfully. I stamped

to help the circulation.

Cheng-yu waved his hand warningly. I understood. He was afraid I'd wake his baby sister.
"You really take good care of your sister," I commended.
"Mama says my job is to look after her. When mama comes home, I can knock offt."
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Word | Meaning Synonyms Antonyms
Hugged | ¢y £ embraced, held released, pushed away
Pointed | 1, indicated, gestured | ignored, overlooked
Below | 2 under, beneath above, over

"So you are on the job every day?" I hugged him. "What does mama do?"
He pointed to the road below the cave.
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Word Meaning Synonyms Antonyms
Apparently b seemingly, evidently | secretly, unclearly
Traffic S vehicles, movement | stillness, standstill
Blasted Ui/ ee | carved, dynamited built, constructed

I could see a person, standing by a telephone pole, beside the road. Covered with snow, she
looked like a white stone image. Apparently, she was directing traffic. The road, not very wide,
had been blasted through the rock. Ordinarily, carts, mules, donkeys, people — no doubt —
steamed in both directions along the road, twenty-four hours a day. Someone had to keep the
traffic.
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Word Meaning Synonyms Antonyms
Determined F resolute, steadfast hesitant, uncertain
Scaling (o7 climbing, ascending | descending, falling
Brow diee forehead n/a

Today, because of the heavy snow, there weren't many people or vehicles on the road. She could
have very well spent the day at home. But there she stood and there she would remain, three
months, five months or three years, if need be. Perhaps, from time to time, she raised her head to
gaze up at her child, or at her husband who was scaling the cliffs, between the mountains and the
sky. When he paused to swipe the sweat from his brow, could he see the determined figure of his
wife, or the tiny image of his little boy? Even though in this tough, snowy, windy night, his wife
and children couldn't see one another clearly, I was sure they could feel a mutual loving
encouragement, and sense that each was looking forward to the moment of family reunion.
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Word Meaning Synonyms Antonyms
Dozing off ¢ ﬁ’ /£, | napping, nodding | waking, alertness
Chill ol 4+ | cold, shiver warmth, heat
Violently | _ . ;,/ =, | forcefully, fiercely | gently, mildly

I glanced at Cheng-yu. The child had placed his hands in his sleeves, and pulled his neck into his
collar. He kept dozing off.

"You are liable to catch a chill. Better get into bed and go to sleep".

He looked at me dreamily for a moment, probably thinking that his parents had returned.

When he realized who I was, he shook his head violently. "No. I won't!"

"Why not"? He rubbed his eyes with his fists. "Papa and mama say a man should never leave his
post”.

B e B S e S & B 05T A1 S P Syt

"oy Sot e A Sl

e mii Jinad S s i a g E T Ry s L T ik 3 2 e i S L2 8
Ui U S Lol

"o bl U G S GT S U s S us? G TSI e Ul

YRS

Word Meaning Synonyms Antonyms
Hugged gL embraced, held close | let go, released
Firmly ; S2 | tightly, strongly loosely, weakly
Echoing s =2/ | resounding, repeating | silencing, muting
Further delay | 5. 4./ prolongation, hold-up | speed, promptness

I hugged him tightly and pressed my cheek against his. Then I rose, buttoned my coat, pulled my
hat down firmly, left the cave and walked down the path. Following the road that had been
blasted through the rock, I pushed on, the words of the child echoing in my head: "A man should
never leave his post". A job was waiting for me. [ wanted to reach my destination without any
further delay.
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