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9th English New Course NBF: EnglishKeys Academy 
Ch 01: Hazrat Muhammad SAW: A Mercy for All creation 

Word Meaning Synonyms Antonyms 
Revered respected, honored, venerated disrespected, despised 

Civilization society, culture, development barbarism, savagery 

Teachings doctrines, instructions, messages misinformation, falsehood 

Beacon guide, signal, light darkness, obscurity 

Epitomized embodied, personified, represented contradicted, obscured 

Justice fairness, equity, righteousness injustice, bias 

Compassion mercy, sympathy, empathy cruelty, indifference 

Advocate supporter, promoter, defender critic, opponent 

Relevant applicable, timely, appropriate irrelevant, outdated 

Far-reaching extensive, widespread, broad limited, narrow 

Matchless unique, unparalleled, incomparable ordinary, common 

Wisdom intelligence, insight, prudence foolishness, ignorance 

Generosity kindness, charity, benevolence greed, selfishness 

Legacy inheritance, heritage, tradition loss, neglect 

Well-being health, prosperity, safety suffering, hardship 

Hazrat Muhammad (SAW) is the most revered figure in the history of human civilization. His teachings 
and preaching are a beacon of light for humanity. He epitomized justice and compassion, and he (SAW) 
was an advocate of knowledge. His message is still relevant in the present day, and its impact is far-reaching. 
He is a matchless role model for everyone because of his wisdom, kindness, and generosity. The legacy he 
left behind belongs to the world and is an example of the importance of educating people, working toward 
peace and well-being. 

 

Word Meaning  Synonyms Antonyms 
Mercy compassion, kindness, benevolence cruelty, harshness 

Comprehensive complete, extensive, all-encompassing partial, limited 

Inclusive all-embracing, broad, wide-ranging exclusive, narrow 

Encompassed included, surrounded, embraced excluded, omitted 

Narrates tells, relates, recounts conceals, hides 

Verily certainly, truly, indeed doubtfully, uncertainly 
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Dominated prevailed, ruled, controlled submitted, yielded 

Injunctions commands, directives, orders disobedience, rebellion 

Urging encouraging, pushing, persuading discouraging, hindering 

Quenched satisfied, extinguished, relieved ignited, intensified 

Reflective thoughtful, indicative, expressive indifferent, careless 

Arouse awaken, stir up, provoke suppress, calm 

Followers disciples, supporters, believers opponents, adversaries 

Alike equally, similarly, in the same way differently, unequally 

The mercy of the Hazrat Muhammad (SAW) was so comprehensive and inclusive that it encompassed 
animals and birds. The Quran narrates that the Hazrat Muhammad (SAW) was sent as Mercy for all the 
worlds (Quran) and he confirmed this when he said: "O people, verily I am only a gifted mercy." This mercy 
evidently dominated every aspect of his life and was witnessed by all.   Many injunctions urging Muslims 
to show mercy to animals and birds are easily accessible in the books of Sunnah and the life of Hazrat 
Muhammad (SAW). The Sunnah (Prophetic traditions) recorded many occasions where this mercy reached 
its peak. For instance, a woman was reportedly promised the hellfire because of her merciless behaviour 
with a cat (Al-Bukhari and Muslim), and a man had his sins forgiven because he quenched the thirst of a 
dog (Al-Bukhari and Muslim).   These injunctions and commands are highly reflective as they arouse the 
expectations of how merciful he was to human beings, followers and non-followers alike, in the first place. 

Word Meaning  Synonyms Antonyms 
Occasion event, incident, moment routine, regularity 

Cloak robe, mantle, shawl No Antonym 

Nomad wanderer, tribal, bedouin settler, resident 

Arrogantly proudly, rudely, haughtily humbly, politely 

Violently forcefully, roughly, aggressively gently, softly 

Grasp grip, clutch, hold release, drop 

Harsh rough, severe, unkind gentle, soft 

Wealth riches, assets, possessions poverty, need 

Possess own, have, hold lack, lose 

Response reply, reaction, answer silence, ignore 

Compassionate kind, merciful, sympathetic cruel, heartless 

Teased mocked, provoked, disturbed soothed, comforted 

Disturbed upset, agitate, bother calm, settled 
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On an occasion, Anas ibn-e-Malik (RA) reported that he was walking with the Hazrat Muhammad (SAW) 
who was wearing a cloak with a very thick border. A nomad man approached the Hazrat Muhammad and 
arrogantly took hold of the side of this cloak and drew it violently. Anas noticed that the violence of this 
grasp had left red marks on the neck of Messenger of Allah. Continuing his arrogance and showing his 
harsh behaviour, the nomad said: "O Muhammad! Give me out of Allah's wealth that you possess." As a 
response to this, the Messenger of Allah turned to him and smiled and ordered that he should be given 
something (Al-Bukhari and Muslim). This shows his compassionate behaviour with even those, who teased 
and disturbed him. 

 

Word Meaning  Synonyms Antonyms 
Myriads countless, numerous, many few, limited 

Indicate show, point out, demonstrate conceal, hide 

Bitterly harshly, strongly, severely mildly, gently 

Lenient kind, gentle, tolerant strict, harsh 

Behaviour conduct, attitude, manner misbehaviour, rudeness 

Spurred encouraged, prompted, motivated discouraged, restrained 

Embracing accepting, adopting, following rejecting, refusing 

Abandoned left, deserted, forsook kept, held onto 

Exalted Almighty, Supreme, Glorious lowly, humble 

Mercy compassion, kindness, leniency cruelty, harshness 

Hard-hearted unkind, cruel, insensitive kind-hearted, gentle 

Certainly surely, undoubtedly, definitely possibly, uncertainly 

Myriads of similar occasions indicate how Hazrat Muhammad (SAW) used to behave towards people who 
were bitterly against him. It was this lenient behaviour that spurred people on embracing Islam and 
following Hazrat Muhammad (SAW). Had the Prophet (SAW) been cruel to them, people would have 
abandoned his religion; Allah, the Exalted, says: "It is out of Allah's mercy that you, O Prophet, have been 
lenient with them. Had you been cruel or hard-hearted, they would have certainly abandoned you." (Quran: 
3:159) 

 

Word Meaning  Synonyms Antonyms 
Narrates tells, reports, relates conceals, withholds 

Messenger prophet, envoy, apostle — (N/A for divine messenger) 

Kind gentle, compassionate, benevolent cruel, harsh 

Kindness compassion, mercy, goodwill severity, meanness 
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Confer bestow, grant, give withhold, deny 

Severity harshness, cruelty, sternness kindness, leniency 

Besides apart from, other than, beyond only, solely 

Hazrat Ayesha narrates that the Messenger of Allah, Hazrat Muhammad (SAW), said: “Allah is kind and 
He loves kindness, and confers upon kindness which He does not confer upon severity, and does not confer 
upon anything besides kindness.” (Muslim) 

 

Word Meaning (Urdu) Synonyms Antonyms 
Compassionate kind, merciful, gentle harsh, cruel 

Non-believers disbelievers, polytheists believers, followers 

Prisoners captives, detainees free men, liberators 

Bitter enemies sworn foes, antagonists allies, friends 

Nevertheless however, even so, nonetheless therefore, because 

Inflicted caused, imposed, delivered (harm) relieved, healed 

Sufferings hardships, miseries, torment comforts, ease 

Migrate relocate, move, emigrate stay, remain 

Bloodshed violence, killing, massacre peace, harmony 

Prophethood apostleship, messengership Charlatan  

Unanimously collectively, together separately, individually 

Noble honourable, dignified, respectable dishonourable, ignoble 

Reproach blame, criticism, scolding praise, approval 

The Messenger of Allah (SAW) was even compassionate and kind towards the non-believers. The prisoners 
of war who were taken captive in the Battle of Badr were amongst his bitter enemies. Nevertheless, he made 
sure that they were given the best treatment.  The non-believers inflicted him with every kind of sufferings 
eventually forcing him to migrate to Madinah, and then waged war on him. However, when he conquered 
Makkah without bloodshed in the twenty-first year of his Prophethood, he (SAW) asked the Makkah non-
believers who were awaiting his decision about them: “How do you expect me to treat you?” They 
responded unanimously: “You are a noble one, the son of a noble one.”He announced to them his decision: 
“You may go free! No reproach this day shall be on you; may Allah forgive you!” 

 

Word Meaning Synonyms Antonyms 
Affectionate loving, tender, caring cold, indifferent 

Honour respect, esteem, dignity dishonour, disgrace 
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Dignity nobility, self-respect shame, humiliation 

At par with equal to, equivalent inferior to, beneath 

Community society, group isolation, individualism 

Status rank, position, standing insignificance, inferiority 

Particularly especially, notably generally, vaguely 

Crying weeping, sobbing laughing, smiling 

Embrace hug, cuddle push away, reject 

Grandsons son's children (male), children’s children — (N/A) 

Pity compassion, sympathy cruelty, indifference 

Compassion mercy, kindness, empathy harshness, severity 

Removed taken away, erased retained, preserved 

Hazrat Muhammad (SAW) was also very kind and affectionate towards women. Women were very badly 
treated in those times. The Noble Prophet (SAW) gave them honour and dignity at par with men in the 
community. Allah's Messenger (SAW) established women's rights in the light of commandments of Allah, 
which improved their position and status. Allah's Messenger (SAW) was particularly compassionate 
towards children. When he (SAW) saw a child crying, he would sit beside him or her and share his or her 
feelings. He (SAW) would take children in his arms and embrace them. He (SAW) was once hugging his 
beloved grandsons, Hasan and Hussain, when Aqrah bin Haabis (RA) told him, "I have got ten children. So 
far, I have not kissed any of them." 
Allah's Messenger (SAW) responded: "The one with no pity for others is not pitied." (Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim). According to another version, he (SAW) said: "What can I do for you if Allah has removed from 
you the feeling of compassion?" (Al-Tirmidhi) 

 

Word Meaning  Synonyms Antonyms 
Forbade prohibited, banned allowed, permitted 

Unintelligent irrational, dumb intelligent, wise 

Overburden overload, weigh down lighten, relieve 

Commended praised, appreciated criticized, condemned 

Meritorious virtuous, praiseworthy sinful, blameworthy 

Tend to incline to, likely to avoid, refrain 

Traveller wayfarer, passerby resident, settler 

Licking sucking, tasting spitting, avoiding 

Realized understood, noticed ignored, overlooked 
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Leather sock waterskin, container — (N/A) 

Quenched satisfied, slaked dried, intensified 

Pardoned forgave, absolved punished, condemned 

Act of kindness good deed, compassion cruelty, wrongdoing 

The Prophet (SAW) forbade his companions to keep the unintelligent creatures hungry or thirsty, to disturb 
or to overburden them. He (SAW) commended that kindness and putting them at ease are meritorious acts 
tending to bring man nearer to Allah. 
Abu Hurairah (RA) reports Hazrat Muhammad (SAW) as saying: 
"A traveller who was thirsty saw a well in the way. He got inside the well and when he came out, he saw a 
dog licking mud due to thirst. The man realized that the dog was as thirsty as him, so he got into the well 
again, filled his leather sock with water and carried it out holding it with his teeth. Thus, he quenched the 
thirst of the dog. Allah was pleased with this act of kindness and pardoned his sins." 

 

Word Meaning  Synonyms Antonyms 
Military campaign expedition, operation, battle peace mission, retreat 

Chicks baby birds, hatchlings Rooster, Hen 

Nest birdhouse, roost — (N/A) 

Screeching shrieking, screaming quieting, silencing 

Informed told, notified hid, concealed 

Creatures beings, animals, organisms Creator  

Humanists philanthropists, moralists oppressors, abusers 

Sincere honest, genuine fake, hypocritical 

Balanced moderate, fair extreme, biased 

Raised nurtured, brought up neglected, abandoned 

Sustainer provider, supporter destroyer, abandoner 

Guidance instruction, direction misguidance, confusion 

Harmony peace, unity, concord conflict, discord 

Epitome embodiment, perfect example opposite, contradiction 

Once on return from a military campaign, a few Companions took away the chicks of a bird from their nest 
to stroke them. The mother bird came back and when it could not find its chicks in the nest, it began to fly 
around screeching. When informed of the matter, Allah's Messenger (SAW) became angry and ordered the 
chicks to be put back in the nest. (Abu Dawood). 
The love and compassion of Allah's Messenger (SAW) for all kinds of creatures was not of the kind claimed 
by today's 'humanists'. He was sincere and balanced in his love and compassion. He (SAW) was more 
compassionate than any other person. 
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He was raised by Allah, the Creator and Sustainer of all beings, for the guidance and happiness of conscious 
beings and the harmony of existence. Therefore, he lived not for himself but for others; he is an epitome of 
mercy for all the worlds. 

 


